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A parcel of land sat vacant on the corner of Richmond Road and 
Chagrin Blvd., the busiest intersection in the city of Beachwood, for 
50 years. The land, co-owned by Goldberg Companies and Forest 

City, was in high demand. Projects, including retail, restaurants and a hotel, 
were proposed and tabled because of zoning, unforeseen traffic issues and 
residential input – until now.

When Dr. Reuben Gobezie, an 
orthopedic surgeon, and other physicians 
approached Goldberg Companies three 
years ago to discuss property options 
for a full-service hospital, options were 
presented, and this prime corner was 
selected and acquired. The building took 
about 15 months to construct and later 
this month, Lake Health Beachwood 
Medical Center, a full-service, acute care 
hospital that specializes in orthopedics, 
urology, spine, and pain management will 
open its doors. Dr. Gobezie will serve as 
president of the medical staff.

“We are excited about the opening and 
have been impressed with everyone’s 
professionalism throughout the 
construction phase,” said Eric Bell, principal 
at Goldberg Companies. “This beautiful 
state-of-the-art building enhances this 
corner, and we are confident that the 
Beachwood Medical Center will bring value 
to the Beachwood community.” 

City of Beachwood building 
commissioner William Griswald agrees. 

“This is the perfect business for the 
location,” he said. “It meets our zoning 
requirements and will have minimal 
impact on traffic, which is always a concern 
with new construction. It will also provide 
significant tax revenues for the city. Plus, 
the construction team has been bending 
over backwards to make this a first-class 
operation. The building is spectacular, and 
its landscape plans exceed anything we’ve 
seen anywhere else.”
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Before the hospital plan came to fruition, 
Dr. Gobezie had taken steps with other 
surgeons to open an outpatient surgical 
center designed for outpatient joint 
replacements. “The current status of the 
healthcare pendulum has resulted in a 
system that has left physicians and patients 
dissatisfied and intuitively knowing that 
there has got to be a better way,” he said. 
“Healthcare in Cuyahoga County is very 
expensive and, in many cases, inefficient, 
difficult to access and impersonal.”  

Once Dr. Gobezie’s vision was released to 
the universe, John Lin, concept developer 
for Manna Isle Ohio, approached him to ask 
if he ever considered building a hospital.  
Lin, who owns private hospitals in different 
parts of the U.S., explained the benefits of 
this viable option. The idea blossomed and 
a joint venture was created between Lake 
Health, Manna Isle Ohio, and physicians. To 
date, there are 27 physicians, recruited by 
invitation only, who are in a joint venture 
with the hospital system.

“We partnered with Lake Health, the 
market leader in Lake County, because 
its leadership is pro-independent 
physician,” Dr. Gobezie said. “Many of the 
smaller hospitals across the country have 
partnered with community healthcare 
systems because they are more open 
to innovative ways of partnering with 
physicians to deliver healthcare in their 
areas.”

“The new Beachwood Medical Center 
is symbolic of Lake Health’s long history 
of partnering with physicians to create an 
environment in which they can focus on what 
they do best: care for their patients,” said Cynthia 
Moore Hardy, FACHE, president and CEO of Lake 
Health. “This new facility is about improving the 
patient experience and putting the patient-
doctor relationship front and center.”

Rob Rosencrans, managing partner at 
Walden in Aurora, whose background 
is in hospitality, designed the space. He 
was sought out as a partner to create an 
environment centered around the patient 
experience. “Our goal was to transform the 

healthcare environment into looking and 
feeling like hospitality,” he said. “We created 
an experience that you don’t typically see in 
a hospital setting, starting with the patient 
rooms and working out from there.”

“The building has a warm, welcoming 
environment with a spa-like feel that was 
designed for comfort and patient-centered 
care,” he added. “The design will help patients 
recover and heal more quickly,” he said with 
confidence. “This feels like home. It doesn’t 
have an intimidating, sterile, institutional feel.”

This spring, ornamental grasses, birch 
trees and grass – very unusual for this 
commercial corner – will be installed to 
enhance the property. “Our statement is 
the exterior architecture, and the landscape 
design complements it.” Rosencrans said. He 



worked with Hasenstab Architects of Akron 
to bring his vision to life. 

Lake Health Beachwood Medical Center 
highlights include:

• Full-service, inpatient hospital with 25 
patient beds

• Operating and procedure rooms
• 24-hour emergency services
• Diagnostic services, such as imaging 

procedures
• Physical therapy services
• 150 to 200 employees
• 69,800-square-feet
• Accepts all major insurance plans, 

including Medicare

The concept for this type of hospital has 
gained popularity in the United States and 
Europe over the last two decades, but not 
in Cleveland, where big systems dominate. 
They are catching on because of superior 
outcome scores with lower complication 
rates, better functional outcomes, higher 
patient satisfaction rates, and lower costs.

“The efficiencies that are derived from 
gaining focus in patient care are exponential,” Dr. 
Gobezie explained. “The design of our hospital is 
‘purpose built’ for surgical care, and our goal is to 
reduce complications from infection, which is a 
real problem in our city now.”

He explained how a hospital’s central 
processing department, where surgical 

instruments are washed and sterilized, is run. 
Although all hospitals have a process in place, 
contamination still exists. This is an issue that 
he and his team are addressing because they 
know there is room for improvement.

He also explained how operating rooms 
are quarantined, so no one is allowed to walk 
in and out of the area wearing scrubs. “When 
you see people in the grocery store in their 
hospital-issued scrubs, contamination is not 
being controlled,” he said.

One of the primary goals of establishing 
this hospital was to bring value to health-
care delivery.  The definition of value, by 
David Porter at Harvard Business School, 
is Outcomes/Cost. “With a lower cost, we 
would aim to deliver superior outcomes,” Dr. 
Gobezie explained. “In Cuyahoga County, 
healthcare costs are expensive, at 90% 
nationally. Therefore, we have a lot of wiggle 
room to improve.”  

“Competition is healthy. It drives 
improvement for everyone,” he said. “A rising 
tide lifts all the boats.”

Dr. Gobezie told us that there are more 
exciting developments in the works that he 
will share in future issues of Beachwood Buzz.

Beachwood Medical Center is located at 
25501 Chagrin Blvd. For more information, 
visit lakehealth.org.


